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PROGRESS CONTINUES ON WILDLIFE GARDENS

PHASE 2 TO BEGIN THIS SUMMER

Since reopening to the public on June 27, 2025,
after a $1,900,000 transformation, the Wildlife
Gardens at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center has
provided engaging learning experiences about
native animals for thousands of visitors of all ages.

The newly renovated Wildlife Gardens feature
three new structures including an Aviary, Eagle
Exhibit, and Wildlife Rehabilitation Exhibit. The
Aviary and Eagle Exhibit offer visitors more
transparent viewing of our animal ambassadors
and more enriching habitats for these former
rehabilitation patients. The Wildlife Rehabilitation
Exhibit provides visitors with a unique opportunity
to observe waterfowl in their final stages of
rehabilitation through one-way glass. New
pathways, greenspace, and native bloom gardens
are giving children and families even more
opportunities to connect with nature in the
Wildlife Gardens.

“Our visitors are enjoying the new outdoor exhibits
of the Wildlife Gardens completed in Phase 1,”

says Board President Zach Stephens.“The Board

of Directors is happy to announce the beginning
of Phase 2 renovations thanks to the generous
support of our community.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

The Wildlife Gardens will remain open during
Phase 2 construction.
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WILDLIFE GARDENS EDUCATION & RENOVATION
PROJECT: PHASE 2

Beginning in Summer 2026, Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center will further enhance experiences
for our visitors and care for native wildlife with
Phase 2 of the Wildlife Gardens Education and
Renovation Project. A Mammal Exhibit will be
the primary feature of Phase 2 and will be located
adjacent to the Aviary. Offering visitors up-close
views of native mammals such as fox, raccoon,
opossum, or skunk, the Mammal Exhibit expands
on connections with species found in our

local landscape.

The Nature Center will build on its high standards
of wildlife rehabilitation with a Wildlife
Quarantine Area created inside and adjacent

to the wildlife barn. This innovative space will
provide additional safeguards for the health of
rehabilitation patients, personnel, resident animals,
and the visiting public.

The Quarantine Area will support current
quarantine procedures for avian species such as
screening new arrivals, monitoring patients, and
important protocols for wildlife rehabilitation.
The Nature Center continues to exceed industry
guidelines with these structural advancements
while ensuring safe, high-quality treatment for ill
and injured animals.

A Children’s Garden will provide a natural area for
hands-on exploration within the Wildlife Gardens.
Designed for young learners and families, this
feature will encourage visitors to make lasting
connections with nature and build a lifelong
passion for discovery.

The cost for Phase 2 of the Wildlife Gardens
Education and Renovation Project is $1,000,000.
As an independent nonprofit organization,

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center relies on
donations and grants to support day-to-day
operations in addition to capital improvements.
Renovations are funded with donations

from the community, foundation grants, and
corporate contributions, in addition to a capital
appropriation from the State of Ohio.

To learn more and support Phase 2 of the Wildlife Gardens Education and Renovation Project,

please visit www.lensc.org/wildlife-gardens-project.
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THANKYOU, CATHERINE TIMKO!

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center Executive Director Catherine Timko
announced her departure as of May 21, 2026, after being named
President and CEO of the Ohio & Erie Canalway Coalition.

“The Nature Center will always be a special place to me because of
its impactful mission, enthusiastic employees, loyal volunteers, and
experienced Board of Directors,” said Timko. “It has been a wonderful
experience working alongside all of them to advance the mission. |
have great confidence in how well this organization will continue to
build on its expertise, quality, and success.”

Catherine Timko joined Lake Erie Nature & Science Center in January 2010. Throughout her tenure,

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center successfully completed a $4,000,000 campaign to bolster the
Endowment Fund, upgrade the permitted wildlife rehabilitation facility, and transform the state-of-the-art
Schuele Planetarium, and recently completed a $1,900,000 transformation of the outdoor Wildlife Gardens.
The Nature Center’s programmatic structure, financial position, and technological resources have
benefited tremendously from her collaborative leadership.

“Catherine has positioned the Nature Center for continued success by supporting a capable leadership
team, enhancing mission value, building philanthropic support, and ensuring strong financials,” remarked
Zach Stephens, Board President. “Our Nature Center has benefited from her leadership, experience, and
dedication to the mission.”

The Board of Directors is leading a national search for the next Executive Director of Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center. Any information related to the search process will be posted at www.lensc.org.

A NIGHT FOR NATURE A SUCCESS

On Friday, April 24, 2026, Lake Erie Nature & Science Center hosted A Night for Nature. Thanks to the
generosity of our guests and community, our annual event raised more than $36,000 to benefit the
Nature Center’s programs!
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES

There are many ways to support Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s mission. Gifts can be made with
cash, checks, credit card payments made securely on our website, publicly traded securities or stocks,
Donor Advised Fund grants, IRA Qualified Charitable Deductions, and other assets.

General Support

General support of the Nature Center benefits our visitors and animals by
supporting free daily admission, animal care and wildlife rehabilitation, live
animal habitats, natural history exhibits, and astronomy displays.

Endowment Fund

Giving to the Endowment Fund of the Nature Center helps to secure and stabilize
our future and creates a lasting legacy. Contributions to the Endowment Fund
are carefully invested to generate ongoing support for our general operations
and ensure the continuation of daily free admission.

Honor and Memorial Gifts

Making a contribution in honor or memory of a loved one celebrates their
connection to the Nature Center while helping to support our core mission.
This meaningful tribute honors a person while supporting the Nature Center
and our programs.

Capital Project Campaigns

Capital projects such as renovations and facility upgrades advance the Nature
Center’s exhibits and program offerings, and are guided by our strategic plan.
Your support helps us bring these transformative projects to life to enrich
experiences for all visitors.

Student Internship Program

A donation to the Nature Center’s internship program helps to provide college
students with real-life, hands-on learning experiences to advance their academic
paths and career interests in science and education. Funds help to provide a
stipend for each student in recognition of their effort.

Garden Benches

Garden benches provide a place for rest in our outdoor areas and offer a named
plaque placed on the bench. Garden bench naming opportunities are available
with a donation of $10,000.

Support our nonprofit mission and inspire generations to come at www.lensc.org/donations.
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WOMEN'’S BOARD SUPPORTS INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

Thank you to the Women'’s Board of Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center for presenting a

stipend to Elysia Morris in recognition of her

Fall 2025 Internship in our Wildlife Education

and Rehabilitation Program. The Women's Board
supports the organization and our mission
through hands-on service, community awareness,
and fundraising.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center’s internship program helps to develop
the academic pursuits of college students and forwards the professional
field by widening the number of students pursuing careers in astronomy,
education, and wildlife. Mentored by our professional staff, wildlife interns
learn how to care for resident animal species, rehabilitate wildlife patients,
and teach programs to a variety of ages in an educational facility.

For Women's Board membership information, please call 440-871-2900
or email info@lensc.org.

VISITORS ENJOY ACCESSIBLE, UP-TO-DATE SPACE
SCIENCE EDUCATION IN THE PLANETARIUM

Each week the Walter R. Schuele Planetarium at Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center hosts a wide range of staff-led programs featuring
the newest images from NASA and other research labs. “We talk
about the night sky and the planets but also more in-depth topics
like manned and robotic space missions, black holes, and current

astronomy events,” says Planetarium and Program Coordinator
Katy Downing.“When you come to the planetarium, you're
learning and seeing the latest information available.”

Programs include daytime family shows, and evening programs

designed for adults and children ages 12 and up including
Artemis Il on the full dome Skywatch Live!, Astronomy Club meetings, and Telescope Nights.

For a full schedule, please visit www.lensc.org/planetarium.
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THANKYOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

Grateful visitors from near and far contribute more than $250,000 collectively each year!
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THANKYOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS

Our wonderful volunteers contributed 6,830 hours of
their time last year! Thank you to the 73 volunteers who
assisted with animal care, wildlife rehabilitation, greeting
visitors, and more. For information about volunteer
opportunities at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center,
please visit www.lensc.org/volunteer-opportunities.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center Statement of Activities

For the year ended June 30, 2025
Prepared by Card, Palmer, Sibbison & Co.

Without Donor With Donor Board Of Directors
L L TOTAL
Restrictions Restrictions .
Zach Stephens, President
SUPPORT AND REVENUE FELE
Program and class fees $ 496,212 -s 496,212 Colleen Bement, Vice President
Contributions and grants 693,421 1,265,456 1,958,877 Highimpact Growth Partners
Special events 46,325 - 46,325 Bryan Gackal Treasurer
Donated services and supplies 1,661 - 1,661 Eaton
Facility rent in-kind 324,000 - 324,000 Kelsey Smith Secretary
Investment income for operations 253,731 38,688 292,419 Parkwood LLC
1,815,350 1,304,144 3,119,494 . q
Tori Woods Ballantine
Net assets released from restrictions 1,809,715 (1,809,715) = Kantata
Total support and revenue 3,625,065 (505,571) 3,119,494 Devin A. Barry
Thompson Hine LLP
EXPENSES
Bruce Cady
Program 3,155,805 - 3,155,805 IBM, Retired
Management and general 204,181 - 204,181 .
o Phillip M. Callesen
Fundraising 199,173 - 199,173 -
Total expenses 3,559,159 - 3,559,159 John Cavalier
Cohen & Company
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS 65,906 (505,571) (439,665) )
Dan Coil
OTHER CHANGES JACK Entertainment
Unrealized gain on split-interest trusts - 222,108 222,108 Eric German
| ; — (loss) i ¢ Bober Markey Fedorovich
nvestment return (loss) in excess o 7,067 332,521 339,588
amounts designated for operations Jeff Pawlowski
Total other changes 7,067 554,629 561,696 MOOG | COTSWORKS
CHANGES IN NET ASSETS 72,973 49,058 122,031 Lindsay Radisek
Clearstead Advisors
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR 2,354,128 5,803,295 8,157,423 lken Sans
ContiTech
NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR S 2,427,101 $ 5,852,353 S 8,279,454

X EZIN

R. Scott Thomas
The Sherwin-Williams Company

Allen Waddle
Maloney + Novotny LLC

Neil J. Whitford
Calfee, Halter & Griswold LLP

Chris Winczewski
Hyland

SRl Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is an independent ®.s, o LakeErieNature&>Science Center
Navigqfo'.— ® .1 s o isanonprofitorganization funded

6 by donations, class fees and grants
ST &Ccui’i’h‘;?e" including Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
Uil through county residents.

Platinum
Transparency

2026 nonprofit organization funded by donations and
Candid.

+ FOUR-STAR +

grants as well as community involvement.
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Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center

28728 Wolf Road
Bay Village, OH 44140

440-871-2900 | www.lensc.org

501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
Tax ID #34-0845030

Hours Daily: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Free general admission .
Followuson i @ @ " Printed on recycled paper

Mission: Lake Erie Nature & Science Center educates and inspires each of us

to understand, appreciate, and take responsibility for our natural world.

NATURE-BASED PRESCHOOL PROGRAMS

Registration is open and ongoing for 2026-2027 preschool sessions.
Learn more and register at www.lensc.org/preschool-programs.

NATURE CENTER
WELCOMED VISITORS
FROM NEAR AND FAR

During our fiscal year of July 1, 2024,

through June 30, 2025, more than Bleaceantactiony
80,000 visitors throughout Northeast wildlife specialists at
Ohio and beyond enjoyed free general 440-871-2900 before
admission to Lake Erie Nature & Science intervening with
Center’s exhibits featuring natural ill, injured, or
history, space science, and live animals. orphaned wildlife.
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