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Wildlife Gardens Education and Renovation Project: Phase 1 
 

• Our largest capital project serving visitors who enjoy free admission, more than 100,000 annually. 

 

• A project cost of $1,900,000 to create more engaging learning experiences about native animals for 

visitors. 

 

• Our groundbreaking in July 2024 kicked off renovations in the Wildlife Gardens, covering 20,000 square 

feet. 

 

New Habitats for Animal Ambassadors and Wildlife Patients 
 

• The Project includes three new structures: an Aviary, Bald Eagle Exhibit, and 

Wildlife Rehabilitation Exhibit. 

 

• The Aviary features 8 species with more transparent viewing for visitors, 

improved habitats for quality of life, and improved work spaces for staff, 

volunteers, and students! Due to conditions that prevent their survival in the 

wild, these animals serve as ambassadors for their species on exhibit and in 

educational programs. 

 

• The Bald Eagle Exhibit features our regal bird with more transparent viewing, a 

native tree for perching, and a small pond. 

 

• The Wildlife Rehabilitation Exhibit and Ponds provide observation of waterfowl in their final stages of 

rehabilitation through one-way glass. This exhibit adds to the capacity of our facility as we continue to 

rehabilitate animals in the lower level. 

 

• The new structures are surrounded by beautifully designed native plant landscapes and pathways to 

add to visitor enjoyment. Thank you CPK Construction, Ann Cicarella, and Ground Works Land Design. 

 

Fundraising Progress 
 

• Funds raised have met and exceeded the Phase 1 Project cost thanks to the 

support of generous individuals, grantmaking organizations, and a state capital 

appropriation through the Ohio Facilities Construction Commission. 

 

• Phase 1 of the Wildlife Gardens Education and Renovation Project was 

completed on June 26, 2025. We are in the concept and fundraising stages for 

Phase 2 of the Project, located on the north side of the Wildlife Gardens. 


