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Seeing native wildlife up close is one of the most treasured experiences for people visiting Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center. The Wildlife Gardens Education and Renovation Project is helping to improve and expand 
these memorable moments of discovery for 100,000+ annual visitors. It demonstrates the Nature Center’s 
commitment to free general admission and to its mission to connect people of all ages with the natural 
world. Generous donors from across the region and the country are making this Project a reality for visitors, 
in addition to a state of Ohio capital appropriation.  

Phase 1 
Timeline:  July 1, 2024 to June 26, 2025, completed 
Project cost:  $1,975,000 
Funds raised: $1,975,000+ 
 
Results 

 Creates more engaging learning opportunities about native animals with more transparent views of 
animals through zoo-grade exhibit mesh. 

 North Habitats, sponsored by Anita Peek Gilger MD, and Courtyard Habitat, sponsored by Doug & 
Robin Hawkins and Family, provide visitors with visibility to resident animals during construction.  

 The Garden Trail and Native Bloom Gardens benefit pollinators and create a beautiful landscape, 
sponsored for Betsy Thomas, the Memory of Denise Lynn Lamb, and by Rotary Club of Westlake-Bay 
Village and James and Alice Mecredy Trust. 

 New Aviary, Eagle Exhibit, and Wildlife Rehabilitation Exhibits expand experiences for visitors, improve 
habitats for animals, and amplify space for students to learn alongside wildlife specialists.  
 

The Wildlife Rehabilitation Exhibit, sponsored on behalf 
of William B. LaPlace, provides visitors with a unique 
opportunity to observe waterfowl in their final stages of 
treatment through one-way glass. A large publicly 
viewable pond, and two smaller ponds, add capacity to 
the wildlife rehabilitation program and increase quality of 
treatment for patients prior to their release to the wild.  
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The Eagle Exhibit, sponsored by Laura & Jim Geuther and 
Family, brings visibility to this regal bird which is an 
educational ambassador at the Nature Center. Through a 
permit from the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bald Eagle 
became a resident of the Center due to not having primary 
feathers which are essential for flight.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Aviary, sponsored by The Zapf Family, features 8 new 
habitats for a variety of birds, raptors, and owls in new habitats. 
Bird species will change from time to time. This structure 
features more efficient workspace for volunteers and 
employees, and ample space for students to work alongside 
wildlife specialists inside habitats. 
 
 
  
 
 

 
A Children’s Outdoor Learning Space, sponsored by Ross 
Foundation, is located by the Log Cabin, sponsored by 
John A. Hellman, provides gathering space for children in 
preschool classes and student groups. The Photo Stop, in 
memory of Maureen M. Cromling, provides a dedicated 
spot for visitors to capture their memories and share on 
social media for friends and family. 
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Phase 2 
Timeline:  Estimated 2025 to 2027 for planning and construction 
Project cost:  Estimated $1,000,000 
Funds raised: Approximately $304,000 
 
Objectives 

 Mammal Exhibit 
 Small Wildlife Exhibit 
 Native Bloom Garden 
 

Mammal Exhibit 
Named sponsorship available for a contribution of $100,000 – Sponsorship pending 
The Mammal Exhibit will be the primary feature of Phase 2 of this Project and will be located adjacent to the 
Aviary. Offering visitors up close views of native mammals such as fox, raccoon, opossum, or skunk the 
Mammal Exhibit expands on connections with species found in our local landscape. Many of these animals 
are former rehabilitation patients that cannot be released and have become residents of the Nature Center 
as animal ambassadors. Ginny the Opossum and Ellie the Skunk are often interpreted in the Wonders of 
Wildlife family program and have become favorites among young children.  
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Small Wildlife Exhibit 
Named sponsorship available for a contribution of $100,000 
The Small Wildlife Exhibit will provide visitors with views of resident animal ambassadors such as songbirds 
or other smaller species. It will be located adjacent to the main building and a Native Bloom Garden.  

 
 

Native Bloom Garden 
Named sponsorship available for a contribution of $50,000 

 

The Native Bloom Garden will add beauty and color to the Phase 2 area with local 
plant species that provide habitat and food for pollinator species. Native plantings 
will add to the biodiversity of the Wildlife Gardens and provide up-close observation 
for visitors and students.  
 
 
 
 

Naming opportunities offer ways to recognize and pay tribute to family and loved 
ones while providing meaningful financial support for this capital project. A gift 
agreement outlines details, duration, and terms with donor and the Nature Center.  

Sample illustration.  
 
 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is a 501c3 nonprofit organization tax identification #34-0845030. 
Contributions may be made by check, credit card, donor advised fund grant, IRA, or stock.  
 
For more information, contact Catherine Timko, catherinet@lensc.org or 440-471-8353. 


