Ori Akrish serves as new Executive Director of Cleveland Kids Book B
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and neighborhood events — anywhere a crowd gathe?Q?Ch Sam Rutigliano, Scholars is an afterschool program ing to make this happen on its own.” He talks about vari-
the Book Bank tries to be there. Children receive theffgat provides educational support to at-risk children. ous volunteer opportunities, from collecting and sorting
books for free. The point is not only access to books, butWhile there, Akrish introduced new programming, to visiting schools and other sites to distribute books. He
improved reading and comprehension skills and most lgveraging the somewhat traditional literacy program in also mentions wanting to get some regular programming
all, to foster a life-long love of reading. place to something more culturally relevant and updated. in place to support the Book Bank’s activities.
The Cleveland Kids’ Book Bank just announced ane, ZDQWHG WR VHW XV DSDUW DQG KDYH WKH NLGV VHH WKHPVHOYHVYH FRQWLQXH WR UHDFK RXW WF
executive director to help steer and expand the visidf,the books they were reading. | wanted them to see stgri Akrish. Photograph by Shayna Mell the mission, free books to kids in need is not a hard push
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want to raise my family here.” talks about working with that model to grow the Book,or home decides to look for beauty in her neighborhoodl:
Akrish is a graduate of Beachwood High School. HBank’s programming as well. ' vy g ate about. I'm humbled and honored to be chosen.”

Lake Erie Nature and Science Center opens ™ & e
new learni ng env ironment for children o b cafes days, Hawhen Schad e ben

We believe that living meaningful, productive lives
requires traits such as compassion, integrity, initia-

By CYNTHIA SCHUSTER EAKIN WLYH FRQ¢ GHQFH DQG UHVLOL
e Cahoon Room at the Lake Erie Nature and PHQW WR OLIHORQJ OHDUQLQJ
Science Center used to be about the birds. Now, is displayed in every classroom, encouraging every
it is about the kids. member of our community not only to be smart, but
The Lake Erie Nature and Science Center in to be mindful of how we treat others.

Bay Village recently hosted a grand opening for ‘LWK D GLYHUVH VWXGHQW ER
its new program space, the Cahoon Room. Donations from million in tuition assistance, Hawken enrolls over
visitors and businesses in the community totaling more than VWXGHQWY RQ IRXU FDPSXV

PDGH SRVVLEOH WKH UHQRYDWLRQ RI D IRUPHU UHWDLO VSDFH cationally progressive school, Hawken remains aca-
into a lively learning environment for children. The Cahoon demically progressive - because that's what it takes
Room will host classes for preschool children and was re- to prepare students to thrive in a changing world.

modeled with this special From recognizing the value of a co-educational en-
“We are excited audience in mind. vironment to designing programs, learning spaces,
to welcome $7KH LGHD RI WKH &DKRRQ and innovative schedules that support learning by

Room renovation began GRLQJ +DZNHQ EROGO\ DGDSW\
more preschool- when we learned that Wild ues of the present to prepare students for a promising
age children Birds Unlimited made the future.
for session decision to permanently Hawken’s academic infrastructure is designed to
classes.” added close this location during meet each child's needs and interests. With a focus

' the pandemic. Executive on hands-on learning, our programs from toddler
Preschool Director Catherine Timko through high school enable children to be active
Coordinator met with a committee of the participants in their education.For more than a de-
Teece Lester. “In center’s board of directors to cade, Hawken faculty have been creating nation-

assess opportunities, using ally recognized programs that place students in the
tf;:?lze ClaSSSS, glrﬁgﬁ% Imgg:stlg? ;l:r\nlﬂ realb Iworld and engage them in solving authentic
children an ( ! serv- problems.
their families ing children and families,” At Hawken, learning doesn’t end when you leave
will meet an noted nature center Market- the classroom. It happens throughout our campuses,

_ ing and Development Co- DW ODEV PXVHXPV DW QRQ SLU
animal, create (grfllnator Morgan Paskert. and even in canoes on the rivers of Pennsylvania. The
a simple craft, for lb:g:rgmsv;/o}: ;Ires?:gi)c%lo LF GHPDQG Mastery School of Hawken, which opened in Univer-
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enjoy playtime, age chidren, and how the WDNHVY W KQL\? DSSURDEK Wi
and connect space provides views of ing programming built entirely around mastery — the
with nature the outdoors, the park and simple notion that learning should be deep, enduring,
through our live ngﬁjerzltl 1?2;{.‘% I;osretirize;u? creative, and transferable.
animal exhibits.” gience.” Filled with natural A big part of real-world leaming is showing our

OLJKW WKH URRP rﬁ H/IH UV SOHOW\ students that the world is bigger than themselves and

P . =T oon and son Theo Moon enjoy the new preschool program space at the Lake Erie Nature WKDW GLYHUVLW\ HTXLW\ LQF
of space for social interaction and nature-based play, inclu

. ; ; X ' and Science Center in Bay Village. Photographs by Eric Eakin are critical to the development of character and intel-
ing a children’s restroom and an extra sink for use in many fun X . . ;
hands-on activities. 7HHFH /HVWHU 3,Q WKHVH FODVVH Ve M’%&%Mﬁﬁ?ﬁt'%‘@bt%w ANEBIBL +

37KH IXQGUDLVLQJ HuRUWYV EHJDQ LQ 2FW DQG ZKHQ will meet an animal, create a simple craft, enjoy playtimg, Ment where students learn essential skills and tools
the majority of funds were raised, we began the renovation and connect with nature through our live animal exhib- Necessary to thrive in an ever-changing, Intercon-
with CPK Construction. The renovations were planned its.” QHFWHG DQG JOREDO O\ GLY HU
with ideas from the center’s employees who teach the $V RQH RI WKH ¢ UVW QDWXUH ED¥argvasky plengsidr faeylly menbgrg and ggmin-
classes for preschool age children. CPK Construction has gion, Lake Erie Nature and Science Center’s program- istrators to develop equity and inClusion curriculum
worked on many capital projects at the center, including ming is designed to build on children’s inherent curiosity, ~and programming that allows students to see through
the expansion of the wildlife rehabilitation facility, the The programs serve children ages one to six and are led Multiple lenses, learn from the stories and life experi-
transformation of the planetarium and more recently the by highly skilled instructors who integrate Ohio Early| €nces of others, and build empathy.
upgrade of our public spaces,” Paskert said. Learning Standards such as science, math, literacy and  Diversity both in and out of the classroom means

37KH FRPPXQLW\TV JHQHURVLW\ LV KHOSLQJ WKH FHQWHU the arts into fun learning experiences. The surrounding WKDW \RXU FKLOG ZLOO EH FKDC
reach even more children and families with the Cahoon DFUH SDUNODQG DQG DFFHVV W Fepeotivas while learning bowtio makerhig oHhpr voice
Room renovation project, which was entirely funded by tended classroom, making the center uniquely positongd KHDUG ZKHWKHU LQ WKH FODVV
donations,” said Executive Director Catherine Timko. WR LQA XHQFH WKH QH[W JHQHUDWORN {he %aQE QW \siwdertscaciieye Rotay@thy.
3:H DUH JUDWHIXO IRU WKH PDQ\ IDPLOLHV DQG YLVLWRUV IRU ZLOGOLIH DQG FRQVHUYDWLRQ H{u RUcess in every arena as indicated bytheir National
their support of our mission to connect people to the )DOO SUHVFKRRO FODVVHV UXQ| | WORHAJ 6W S&H P L ;WKDURWIW UDHG RJIQ LV
natural world. We welcome everyone to visit the centeRreschool program instructors Annama- DQG LQFOXGH VXFK VXEMH F wate @hletiey olRrmpiorsigps, viseatand performing
which is open seven days a week.” rie Slyman, Andrea Schwartz, Teece Lester OLZRJV ~ 3)RUHVW )ULHQGYV ~ 3:L0O GarBkwapdsyandDnQré 31 DWXUH

3:H DUH H[FLWHG WR ZHOFRPH RRIDaws Galang Brex piaturerwith iMorgan Nuts.” Visit www.lensc.org/learn/preschool-programs t The best way to learn more about Hawken is to
dren for session classes,” added Preschool Coordinafdaskert, Marketing and Development Coordi- register. The Lake Erie Nature and Science Center is [at visit. To view our parent visit and open house dates

nator. :ROI 5G LQ %D\ 9LOODJH and to RSVP, go to hawken.edu/admission.
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