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Astronomy Club Launches at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
As one of two public access
planetariums in Northeast Ohio,
Lake Erie Nature & Science
Center’s state-of-the-art Schuele
Planetarium offers year-round
space science education for
all ages. Daily shows such as
Twinkle Tots and Stellar Stars are
a perfect introduction to space
science for children ages 0-6,
while monthly Telescope Nights
cater to adults and families
interested in learning about the
night sky.
Last spring, Planetarium
Specialist Bill Reed launched
Astronomy Club as an
opportunity to further expand
the Center’s reach in educating
the community about our
universe.
“Throughout my experience,
I have noticed that astronomy
clubs and societies can be

intimidating for those who are
just starting out or maintaining a
casual interest in the field,” said
Reed. “This club gives people of
all levels of interest a chance to
observe the sky above and learn
from one another in a fun and
social environment.”
Reed, a NASA Solar System
Ambassador, hosts monthly
Astronomy Club meetings at the
Center where he shares current
events, gadget and software
reviews, pop culture news, fun
facts and more. Special events
such as planetarium movie
nights, trivia, telescope viewing
parties and off-site field trips are
also organized by the club.
Astronomy Club, which is
open to members of the Center,
has reached people of all ages
from Avon, Bay Village, Fairview
Park, North Ridgeville, Rocky

River and Westlake.
“Parents often register their
teenagers and end up becoming
interested themselves,” Reed
said. “My goal is to provide an
environment where people of
all backgrounds can learn about
astronomy and make friends along
the way. This is a club for all.”

Pictured left to right: Astronomy Club Members
Greg Lucak and Angie Ingraham with Bill Reed.
Photo by Karen Uthe-Semancik
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Preschoolers Soar in Porter Creek Classroom
Peek into the Porter Creek
classroom and you might see a
giggling “bald eagle” dive onto a
pillow nest.
Preschoolers are loving the
new songbirds of Ohio interactive
learning activities made possible
by a 2018 classroom enrichment
grant from the Bay Village
Foundation.
Excited students ages 1 to 5
can be found “nesting” in a cozy
play station featuring a giant floor
nest. A collection of eagle and owl
costumes encourage preschoolers
to spread their wings like the
birds they see in their backyards.
Little learners can get up close
with the native Rose-Breasted
Grosbeak in the classroom’s newly
redesigned discovery corner.
“Our students are fascinated by
how the Grosbeak hops about
its enclosure despite a broken
wing. They learn first-hand what
wildlife rehabilitation means
and how animals adapt,” said
Preschool Coordinator Teece
Lester.
As the largest naturebased preschool in the region,
the Center’s programming is
designed to build on children’s

inherent curiosity. “We are always
innovating ways to make learning
more fun and interactive for our
students,” said Lester. “Sometimes
that means creating our own
toys.”
A songbird matching game
was created by preschool staff
that features hand-painted
wooden eggs for students to
match with corresponding
realistic models. The plush toy
Audubon birds, when squeezed,
produce authentic bird calls.
“Through this play-based activity
children not only learn about
native birds, but also develop
pre-math skills associated with
matching and sorting tasks,” said
Lester.
In all of the Center’s preschool
education programs, highly
skilled instructors integrate Ohio
Early Learning Standards such
as science, math, literacy and the
arts into fun learning experiences
while fostering cooperative
learning and social competence.
The result is transformative:
the Center fosters a lifelong
appreciation for the natural
world.

New Astronomy Badges for Girl Scouts
Last summer, Girl Scouts of the USA debuted a set of space science
badges for girls ages 5 to 18 to explore, observe and investigate like “real
space scientists.” Local troops were excited to learn that Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center implemented the new badges such as Space Science Explorer
(Daisy), Space Science Adventurer (Brownie) and Space Science Investigator
(Junior) into its programming to encourage Girl Scouts to pursue STEM
Education and develop an interest in our natural universe.
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Alumni Spotlight: Adam Moreno

“

I became involved with Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center
when I was 13 years old after
stumbling upon two injured
Canada Geese. After bringing
the geese to the Center for
examination and expressing

interest in working with wildlife,
I was offered a volunteer
opportunity as a Naturalist
Assistant.
As a teenager, I volunteered
over weekends cleaning
enclosures and preparing diets. I
had already known that I wanted
to work with animals, but the
Center focused my ambitions
toward specializing in wildlife
and exotic species. Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center became
my second home and truly shaped
the adult I am today.
I am currently enrolled in my
first semester at The Ohio State
University College of Veterinary
Medicine. When writing my
applications, it appeared to me

Women’s Board Welcomes New Officers

Pictured left to right: Women’s Board President Karen Huhndorff, Co-Vice President Chris Hansen,
Co-Vice President Kathy Andes and Treasurer Marianne Wagner.

The Women’s Board of
Lake Erie Nature & Science
Center is excited to announce
the appointment of Co-Vice
Presidents Kathy Andes and
Chris Hansen.
Started in 1954 by six
women, the Women’s Board
has grown to over 25 members
of all ages, skills, experiences
and talents who continue to

support the organization and
its mission through service,
community awareness and
fundraising. Those interested
in joining the volunteer group
are invited to attend monthly
meetings at Lake Erie Nature
& Science Center on the first
Wednesday of each month at
noon. For more information,
please call 440-871-2900.

how many of my accomplishments
and experiences would not have
been possible without the Center
and their amazing wildlife team.
Working with animals teaches
you more than husbandry and
natural history. It was at the
Center where I learned how to
work as a team, how to become
a leader, how to take pride and
accountability for my actions
and how to teach others. Careers
working with animals require
endless hard work, dedication,
and responsibility; and Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center prepared
me to be a veterinarian by
teaching me those values.

”

Our Mission

Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center educates
and inspires each of us to
understand, appreciate
and take responsibility for
our natural universe.
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
Tax ID #34-0845030
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Board of Directors
Phil Callesen, President

Partner, Baker & Hostetler, LLP

Trudy Pauken, Vice President
Retired, Reading Specialist,
Westlake City School District

Katie Colacarro, Treasurer
Director of Internal Audit,
Nordson Corporation

Gary Garling, Secretary
Product Manager,
The Lubrizol Corporation

Chuck Aquino

Managing Director, Western Reserve
Partners, A Division of Citizens
Capital Markets

Devin Barry

Partner, Thompson Hine LLP

Bruce Cady

Retired, Software Architect, IBM

John Cavalier

Director, Management Consulting,
Cohen & Company

Bryan Gacka

Senior Manager, Assurance Services,
Ernst & Young

Eric German

Partner, Assurance and Advisory
Services, Bober Markey Fedorovich

Allen Kacenjar

Partner, Squire Patton Boggs

Jessica Kerrigan

Client Executive, Hylant

Bill Nowak

Retired, Vice President Financial
Accounting, Eaton Corporation

Kyle Nowlin

Partner Business Development
Manager, Hyland

Lisa Roth

Partner, Ziegler Metzger, LLP

ANNUAL REPORT 2018
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center Statement of Activities
for the year ended June 30, 2018
UNRESTRICTED

TEMPORARILY
RESTRICTED

PERMANENTLY
RESTRICTED

TOTAL

Program and class fees

$473,949

-

-

$473,949

Government grants

$162,248

-

-

$162,248

Contributions and grants

$441,310

$175,729

-

$617,039

Special events

$62,116

-

-

$62,116

Membership

$22,829

-

-

$22,829

Donated services and supplies

$39,380

-

-

$39,380

$324,000

-

-

$324,000

$11,796

-

-

$11,796

$120,134

$47,070

-

$167,204

$1,657,762

$222,799

-

$1,880,561

$113,554

($113,554)

-

-

$1,771,316

$109,245

-

$1,880,561

$866,737

-

-

$866,737

$43,295

-

-

$43,295

Fundraising

$38,197

-

-

$38,197

Educational programs and services

$55,490

-

-

$55,490

$8,233

-

-

$8,233

SUPPORT AND REVENUE

Facility rent in-kind
Miscellaneous income
Investment income for current operations

Net assets released from restrictions
Total support and revenue
EXPENSES
Salaries, payroll taxes and benefits
Other employee costs

Campaign funded capital renovations
Wildlife rehabilitation and animal care

$51,465

-

-

$51,465

$133,922

-

-

$133,922

$5,301

-

-

$5,301

Insurance

$14,234

-

-

$14,234

Technology

$66,189

-

-

$66,189

Marketing

$36,037

-

-

$36,037

Professional fees

$27,084

-

-

$27,084

$324,000

-

-

$324,000

$1,670,184

-

-

$1,670,184

$101,132

$109,245

-

$210,377

Investment return in excess of amounts
designated for current operations

($9,682)

$31,386

-

$21,704

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS

$91,450

$140,631

-

$232,081

NET ASSETS, JULY 1, 2017

$809,577

$3,509,259

$20,000

$4,338,836

NET ASSETS, JUNE 30, 2018

$901,027

$3,649,890

$20,000

$4,570,917

Building maintenance and utilities
Depreciation

Facility rent in-kind
Total expenses

Zach Stephens

Audit Senior Manager, Deloitte &
Touche LLP

R. Scott Thomas

Corporate Director, Environmental
Affairs, The Sherwin-Williams Company

Allen Waddle

Shareholder, Maloney + Novotny

Bill Watkins

Managing Director, Harris Williams &
Co. subsidiary of PNC

Jeff Whitesell

Attorney, Tucker Ellis

Karen Huhndorff, Ex-Officio

President, Women’s Board of Lake
Erie Nature & Science Center

Wendy Weirich, Ex-Officio

Director of Outdoor Education,
Cleveland Metroparks

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS FROM OPERATIONS
OTHER CHANGES:

REVENUE

EXPENDITURES
45% Grants and donations
27% Class and program fees,
membership dues
17% Facility rent in kind
9% Investment income
2% Donated services and
supplies

Audit prepared by Card, Palmer, Sibbision & Co.

55% Payroll and employee benefits
19% Facility rent in kind
15% Facility, operations and technology
6% Program materials, wildlife food
and supplies
4% Fundraising and marketing
1% Capital Projects
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165,035

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Total People Served

For the year ended June 30, 2018

Preschool Programs

Planetarium

Animals

Classroom

DEVELOPING CHILDREN’S CURIOSITY

LARGEST
ONLY

nature-based preschool
program in the region

preschool in the region to
specialize in planetarium
education for ages 0 – 7

Planetarium

DISCOVERING THE UNIVERSE

public access
planetariums in
Greater Cleveland
offering interactive
programming for
toddlers through adults

1 of 2

Wildlife Program
INSPIRING CONSERVATION

ONLY

		
		
wildlife rehabilitation
facility in Cuyahoga County,
serving one of the state’s
largest metropolitan areas

4,017
1,704
127
FREE

people educated with
wildlife inquiries

ill or injured animals
assisted by wildlife staff
different species
treated in our care

wildlife rehabilitation
service to the public

17,257

hours preschoolers spent in
hands-on nature exploration,
planetarium visits and animal encounters

School Age Programs
EXPLORING NATURE’S WONDER

15,162

students from kindergarten
through college have
participated in field trips, summer camps, wildlife
programs, college classes and internships

5,639

scouts
pursued
natural science badges in our
specialized scout programs

Family Programs

CONNECTING TO THE NATURAL WORLD

14,100

family program attendees
spent quality time together
learning about nature at our family programs

Teen Programs
PROJECT WILDLIFE

ONLY

program in
our region to
offer a hands-on wildlife education
program for high school students

923

hours Project Wildlife teens
spent directly educating the
public about wildlife through live animal
encounters
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Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center
28728 Wolf Road
Bay Village, OH 44140
440-871-2900 | www.lensc.org

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
is a nonprofit organization funded
by donations, class fees and grants
including Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
through county residents.

Follow us on

A Legacy of Learning
For more than 70 years, Lake Erie Nature &
Science Center has been providing children and
families with high quality learning experiences
that last a lifetime. As a nonprofit organization, the
Center is funded by donations, grants and class fees.
Financial contributions help the Center to continue
providing memorable experiences across generations.
You can help encourage this important legacy of
learning through a financial contribution.

•
•

Appreciated securities and stock may be
donated directly to Lake Erie Nature & Science
Center as charitable gifts. Contact your broker or
financial advisor to make a contribution of stock.
The Center accepts grants from Donor
Advised Funds. You can recommend a grant,
or recurring grants, from a donor-advised fund
to Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, which is a
nonprofit public charity.

•

•

You can make a distribution from your
Individual Retirement Account (IRA) as a
“qualified charitable distribution” which may
be of interest to people 70 ½ years of age or
older. Provide instructions for a charitable
rollover to your IRA custodian.

Companies may provide tax-deductible
sponsorship contributions for Lake Erie
Nature & Science Center’s annual fundraising
event and seasonal family programs.

Financial contributions can also be made by
check, credit card or online at www.lensc.org. To
learn more or ask questions about how you can
support Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, please
contact Catherine Timko, Executive Director, at
440‑471-8353 or catherinet@lensc.org.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization. Tax identification #34-0845030.
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