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People call me a GROUNDHOG and I’m also called a 
WOODCHUCK. 
 
One of my nicknames is The Whistle Pig because when I’m 
frightened by something, I make a loud whistle-like noise. 
 
I’m related to Squirrels, Mice, Beavers and Porcupines 
because I am in the RODENT Family. 
 
The only kinds of food I eat are from plants. To use the 
fancy word, I am an HERBIVORE. If I were human, I would 
be called a “vegetarian.”  
 
People are often shocked to see me up in a tree but I am 
actually a very good tree climber. The leaves and branches 
up there are more tender and tastier than the ones down low. 
I can also find fruits and nuts this way. 
 
I am the best DIGGER of any animal around here. I live in burrows underground and I dig 
many different “rooms” and tunnels to make my burrow. 
 
I don’t like the cold winters. When winter comes I go into HIBERNATION. I fall fast asleep and 
don’t wake up again till spring. When I’m hibernating, I am in such a deep sleep that I breathe 
only once every 6 minutes and my temperature, normally in the 90’s, drops into the 40’s. 
 
And lastly, I really don’t know about forecasting the weather any more than you do. Humans 
like to pretend I do, though, and that is why I even have my very own day, Groundhog’s Day 
on Feb 2. 
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